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Laurel.com.ng was birth
during COVID-19 lockdown
Laurel.com.ng was conceived
during COVID-19 lockdown and
launched on February 14, 2021.
The passion here is tilted to personality interviews, fashion and lifestyle.
It’s a different ball game now with the
advent of other articles herein.
However, this maiden e-magazine
is dedicated to First Lady of The Redeemed Evangelical Mission (TREM)
Worldwide, Bishop Peace Okonkwo,
the woman with the healing smile who
clocked 70 years on June 10, 2022.
Bishop Peace Okonkwo, fondly
called Big Mummy, by TREMITES
all over the world, is an iconic woman
of God.
As she turns a Septuagenarian, we
at The Laurel team love her leadership
style and pray that God continues to
grant her good health and long life
Here, you will read about Bishop
Peace & I, and loads of touchy revelations about this woman of God.
There are four pages of fashion

trends to keep readers abreast of trending outfits and handbags for today’s
woman of style.
Meanwhile, the most glamorous
entertainment event in Africa this year,
Africa Magic Viewers Choice Awards,
also has a robust photo splash.
Another Photo Page (Wise People
Series 01-03).
Also, Mama Folashade Akiode’s
journey to motherhood at age 57 and
Tina Ugo, UK Base Designer are
featured in this edition.
Last on the menu is the most attended Food& Drink Festival in Africa,
GTCO Food & Drink Photo Splash.
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BISHOP
PEACE OKONKWO

EVER-SMILING, charming, anointed and spirit-filled wife of Bishop Mike
Okonkwo, the presiding bishop of The
Redeemed Evangelical Mission (TREM),
will be 70 years old on June 10, 2022.
The celebrant, Bishop Peace Okonkwo,
in this interview with thelaurel.com.ng, relived many memories and lots more. Excerpts...
What does June 10 signify in your
life?
June 10 means so much to me. It was
the day I was born, the day I came into the
world. It is a special day. Growing up, I
know that June 10 wad my birthday.
You really don’t look 70. You walked
stylishly upstairs; can you tell us the secret?
Everyone says so. I would just tell you,
apart from the few things I do, I think it
is the grace of God: when God gives you
grace, when you know things you are supposed to do and He gives you grace to do
them.
I was telling a lady, that the last Thursday of every month I stand for about three
hours to minister to women. God has given me that grace. I eat right (I suppose)
and I do a walking exercise. That’s all. Not
much. I just walk round my compound.
What lessons have you learnt about
life?
So many lessons. Where would I start?
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Life is ups and downs. Good and bad, but
you just have to trust God. We have passed
through a lot. You just believe God for the
best. No matter how bad it is, it will get
better.
Why did you become a pastor, was it
because you married a pastor?
No. I didn’t know I was going to be a
pastor. When Bishop came to marry me,
he was okay, but he was not a pastor. I like
to work behind the scenes. I like to pray,
helping people. The pastorate just came.
God has a plan for each and every one
of us. He is a God of plans, purpose and
objectivity. He had a plan for me, which I
can see now. The way he took me, he was
working it out. I just married him (Bishop
Okonkwo). The rest started to unfold.
Even the day he made me a bishop, I cried
my eyes out because I knew I don’t know
much. I said, for what, what am I looking
for? I just want to serve God. He said God
told him. Thank God he didn’t tell me at
home because if he had told me, I wouldn’t have come to church.
Was he already a pastor when you
met him?
No. He was working in the bank when
I met him. I knew his family, I knew his
mum and father.
My grandmother, at that time, was in
the same church with them. So, I knew
them. I knew Mama Iloh (his elder sister),
particularly.
After the war, everybody was looking
for God. So, we went to the same church,
UCC. I love listening to the music and also
I love to dance. I love music. I just went
there to listen to the music and uplift my
spirit. That was where I met him, in the
youth fellowship.
What was the attraction?
Bishop had an air. He was always dangling his father’s car key. But he’s a pleasant person. He’s very shy. He couldn’t
talk to me; he went to talk to the older sister that he liked me. The rest is history.
Concerning the good and bad sides
of life, as you said, let’s look at the good
side first…
The good side was when I married the
bishop. When I had my first child was the
good side. The bad side was when my first
daughter died and when we lost Bishop’s
brother (the doctor), It was bad. One thing
we have to do in life is, we have to look
up to Jesus. If he allows it, why should we
question Him? Our lives are in His hands.
That is what I have learnt over the years.

Everything that comes to me passes through the hands of Jesus. If Jesus allows it, I
allow it. I keep on serving. When I lost my
first daughter, it was terrible. Women came
from the church to sit around me. I said,
Please, let us go to church. David said, My
son cannot come back to me, I will go to
him. I told them, Let’s go to church. The
young girl is dead and she’s been buried.
The woman were like, what is wrong with
this woman, is she off? I was not off. I didn’t know I was ministering to somebody
there. One of our pastors’ wife, when her
only brother that she was living with died,
she remembered what I said. And that kept
her going.

that we should talk in that area. I brought it
up in February. In that meeting, I told women, Many of you are abused and you are
hiding it. You will die for nothing. A problem discussed is a problem solved. Speak
out. In the congregation, one mama, about
80 years got up.
She opened up on what she has seen
over the years. It could be emotional abuse. Then women started speaking up. We
are going to have the second edition soon.
Don’t die for nothing. Speak out. If there
are people to help you, they will help you.
If there are people to talk to your husband,
they will do that.

What advice do you have for women
who suffer abuse?
I tell them to speak out. Before the ladies thing came out, I just felt in my spirit

Despite abuse and battering, some
women stay in marriage because of
their children, what should such women
do?
Nobody is telling you to leave your
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to come inside the molue and I offered he
sat on my laps; not knowing the young boy
was targeting my purse. He took my purse and by the time I got down I didn’t see
my keys. It wasn’t easy at all. People that
look at us and say, I want to be like Bishop
Peace, get ready, you will pass through the
mills, but if you are ready to keep your
eyes on Jesus, you will be more than I am
today.
Growing up, who influenced you as a
person?
I would say, apart from my grandma,
my auntie. After I finished primary school,
she decided I should come to England, I
will help you.
She is going to come here, by the grace
of God, on my 70th birthday. She was the
one that were behind me, telling me, Peace, don’t worry, it will get better.
But if it comes to ministry, when we
started, nobody was there. All the women
ministers were deaconesses. But Bishop
said he read in his Bible that there were
women pastors. So, we emerged as the
first women pastors, not only me, the rest
of us.

“

Bishop can give you his
house. How do I know? Somebody could come to the church and say, Mummy, thank
you so much. I would say
thank you for what? When I
get home he would say that
money we kept, he didn’t
have house rent, I had to give
it to the person. But I have
found out that’s him. I don’t
begrudge him anymore. He
pays school fees. Let’s allow
him to be who he is.

husband but you have to find a solution. If
the man beats you and you faint and you
die, those children will be alone. You better ask for help so they can tell you how to
handle him.
Before becoming Bishop Peace, how
was life?
Life was rough. I already told you that I
grew up with grandma. Even when I came
into the ministry, it wasn’t easy. When
we were young, grandma didn’t believe
in grinding, you had to beat it. You know
how difficult it is to beat dry pepper. And
we trekked to school. We didn’t have car.
St. Barths to Uwani in Enugu, we trekked
it. When we returned from school, the egusi was there to peel. You would do it or else
you wouldn’t eat. Life was rough. Even
when I got to the ministry, it wasn’t that
rosy. I drank gari without sugar and milk.
But look at it today. If I don’t want to eat,
I don’t want to eat because of weight. Processing time, it’s not an overnight thing.
You just have to trust and believe God.
It was tough. I remember when I started
working, I had married at that time. I got
on a molue. A young boy was struggling

As a pastor’s wife, what are your
challenges?
As a pastor’s wife, one of the challenges
you face is that everything that is wrong in
the church is you. The men are always right. You will not hear that their pastor did
this, rather it is their wives did this. Also,
you should make sure you are a woman
that is under the pastor. For everything
you want to do, your husband must know
about it so he can give you his blessings.
As a pastor’s wife, don’t select those you
would love and those you won’t love. As
a pastor’s wife, you don’t talk too much.
You pick and choose what you say. As a
pastor’s wife, even when you are suffering,
don’t go and tell your members, we don’t
have food today in the house, can you borrow me some money? It’s not acceptable. I
told you, I drank gari. There are members
that I could have asked for food. Believe
God for everything. There was a time we
had scarcity of eggs in Nigeria and that
time my first daughter was still alive; I
used to boil eggs for her, but that day we
didn’t have any egg at home. Somebody
from Ojo Road church, if it’s somebody in
Obanikoro church, I would say maybe she
has come to my kitchen and looked around, she was going to supply eggs and she
heard in her spirit, keep one crate for Rev.
Peace, and she brought it. That was how
God met the need of eggs for the family.
You must be a woman of prayer. The
Bible says God supplies all our needs, he

“
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didn’t say some. Make the Holy Spirit
your partner, he would tell you, he would
direct you, and don’t live in competition. I
don’t like to live above my means. Those
that compare themselves with others are
not wise. If God wants you to have something, He will give it to you.
There was a time they were saying, we
have to get a car for Bishop Peace at the
Synod. This thing became another thing.
One day, I told the Bishop, sir, please,
can you cancel it. If I can’t pray it out then
I don’t know the God that I serve.
I said let nobody should talk about my
car again.
But a woman in Germany that had never met me, when Bishop went to minister in that country, the woman came to the
bishop and said God told her, your wife
does not have a car.
You must have this experience for you
to believe God. She said, I’m going to buy
her a car, ship it to her free. The only thing
Bishop told her was, don’t buy her a big
car because she won’t drive it. She bought
a BMW and sent it to me. So, how would you not believe in this God for another
thing? After a while, God told me, give the
car to the pastor in Ghana.
The rest is history. Cars started coming,
not one bought by the church.
Bishop Okonkwo looks hard, what
type of man is he?
Bishop is the simplest person you can
deal with. He is very simple. I’m the hard
one. Don’t look at the hard face o. He’s
very soft in the heart. If you look at the
face, you will be deceived. He is very soft.
What do you love about him?
So many things. He’s loving, he’s caring, he thinks about you. So many things.
He tries to help.
If there’s anything you could change
about him, what would that be?
Bishop can give you his house. How
do I know? Somebody could come to the
church and say, Mummy, thank you so
much. I would say thank you for what?
When I get home he would say that money
we kept, he didn’t have house rent, I had to
give it to the person. But I have found out
that’s him. I don’t begrudge him anymore.
He pays school fees. Let’s allow him to be
who he is.
Your favourite travel destination?
From the beginning, I don’t like travelling. But the ministry has made me to
travel. US is very far. If you are telling me
to come to the US, it has to be towards my
conference. England is not so far. I have

been to Dubai once. It’s okay. The thing
that would make me go is ministry. Throughout the pandemic, I didn’t go anywhere.
The COVID test, isolation, keeping you
for days but now it is no more. I will be
ministering in London in May.
Your experience during the COVID-19 period, what were you doing?
It was terrible. It is not good to be discussed. You wake up in the morning, have
your devotion, sit down in the house, the
only thing you can do is slot in tape and
be listening. It was so boring, terrible time.
Somebody could not visit you, you could
not visit somebody. God, I thank you that
it is all over, by the grace of God. It was
terrible.

How did you do it that your daughter is in the ministry, well behaved?
Let me tell you something about Uche,
briefly. When I lost the first one and I didn’t have another child till about four
years and I had her, I made a commitment
to God that, If you give me another child,
I will give her to you. So, when she was
growing up, living like a normal child, I
didn’t tell her anything. I still remember
what I told God, and God is a covenant
keeper. So, when she went to school, she
went to UNILAG Staff School. I remember one of my ladies telling me, why don’t
you send her to Corona. I said I don’t
have money for Corona. I don’t look for
what I don’t have money for. But as God
would have it, she finished. I prayed about
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everything. I asked God, which secondary
school would she go to.
She went to Redeemers’ College. It was
after she went to Redeemers’ College that
all Tremites started going to Redeemers’
College. While she was in the college, I
found out there was a time she didn’t do
well at all. Uche is a smart girl but I noticed
she dropped from second position to 10th.
So, I went to the principal and I was told
she’s distracted. That time, I was travelling
with Bishop, I said, No more traveling. I
have only one child, let me bring her up in
the way of the Lord. Travelling will always
come. That’s what I did. She started sitting
at home, doing her homework. Immediately after that, she took Junior WAEC, she
came second. You have to sacrifice something for something good to happen to you.
When she finished secondary school,
we started looking for a university for her.
Thank God for the late Bimbo Odukoya.
She asked which school was Uche attending, I answered, maybe UNILAG. She
said, No, she should take TOEFL, once she
passes it, that’s where my children are. She
did the examinations and she passed.
They took her in the same school, Oral
Roberts University. Money was yet to
come but God said He would supply our
needs. I thought the school fees was once
a year. I didn’t know you had to pay every
term. I told them the ministering of angels
was still around. In her second year, we
couldn’t afford to pay up her school fees. I
prayed. In America, if you owe 50 dollars,
they would send you out until you pay.
That particular day, as I was counselling,
a woman came to my office and told the
girl I was working with, Give mummy this
nylon.
It was a very dirty nylon. By the time I
opened it, it was the exact dollar amount
I was looking for. That’s what we used in
paying her school fees and, since that time,
God has been faithful. She started growing.
I was following her with my prayers.
Everything is God. I threw her back to
God. I didn’t tell her. After graduation, she
returned to Nigeria and started working in
Bank of Industry. They were paying her
good money, N400,000 a month, but she
was not happy. She said, Mummy, I’m so
sad. Whenever I go to work, I’m not happy, but when I cone to church I’m glad.
She said once she did one year she would resign and that’s what she did.
I won’t tell you how she got married.
That’s a story for another day (smiles).
How do you feel that you have only
her, amid family concerns about male
children, how do you cope?
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If I tell you I’m happy, I would be telling
you a lie. If Bishop had told me that God
told him he would not have many children,
I would have run. He told me too late. It is
not only him. One of his brothers has one
daughter also. Children are children. There
are people that don’t have any at all. You
should be grateful to God that he gave you
one. He gave you two and took one.
What is your definition of fashion?
Fashion is wear what fits you, but now
my daughter is helping me a lot.
You see some people who are big as
myself wear tight materials. It is not good.
Wear something smart and what fits you.
And what you can look in the mirror and
say this is good and what God will be
proud of.
Your favourite perfumes?
I like perfumes. There’s this guy that
God has used in my life. Himself and his
wife were the ones that upgraded my perfume to designers. I don’t wear the small-small ones (laughs). It is all designers now. I
can’t remember the years I bought perfume
last. They bought not only for me, but also
for Bishop.
If you go to the perfume side on my
dressing table, you’ll find different designer perfumes and they are from this couple.
Your favourite food?
I like onugbu soup and ora soup, I don’t
eat so much rice. I like African soups.
Fisherman soup. I ate it in Calabar. Any
soup that does not have too much oil.

When I see good food, I take the recipe.
What a man can do, a woman can do
better, are you in agreement?
There are things for men and there are
things for women. Let’s not compare. God
is a good God. He knows our capabilities.
I don’t like that comparison. What a man
can do, a man can do. What a woman can
do, a woman can do.
So, women should come up for elective positions in 2023?
I don’t mind that. Women are very
smart. If a woman were ruling this country,
it would have been nice. Honestly, look at
the few places women handled, the difference is clear. The day a woman will become the President of Nigeria you will see
the difference, because women do things
the right way. We have tried the men over
the years. What are they giving to us? We
should try the women as well. All I owe
Nigeria is to pray for Nigeria.
What are your beauty regiments?
I would say that I don’t like bleaching.
I use simple cream and simple soap. I take
my bath. I use moisturizer. I don’t use
medicated soap. Even my inside is fairer
than my outside. God blesses us according
to what he wants us to be. Don’t do too
much. If you are dark, black is beautiful.
You see a lot of people that are dark,
they want to turn white. Don’t do that, you
are killing your skin. I make sure I wash
my face every night. I don’t go to bed with
makeup.
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MY LATE SOJOURN TO MOTHERHOOD
Unlike most women who have their babies through in-vitro fertilization, Mama
Folashade Akiode has no qualms drumming it into every ear that her children are
the products of God’s wonders.
In this interview, the retired pharmacist,
fondly called Iya Ibeta, speaks about her
tortuous path to motherhood.
Being addressed as “Mother of a Set
of Triplets” is an honorific she relishes.
Her journey to motherhood tells a story of
perseverance in the face of mountains of
obstacles.
In this no-holds-barred encounter,
69-year-old Mama Folashade Akiode
went down memory lane to tell stories
about the arrival of her bundle of joy 12
years ago.
Tell us a bit about yourself...
I worked with the Ministry of Health,
particularly General Hospital. That was
where I retired as a pharmacists. I retired

– Folashade Akiode
in 2013. I worked from 1985 to 2013 with
different hospitals but I retired at Gbagada
General Hospital, Lagos, as a pharmacist.
You had your babies at age 57, what
was your experience like?
I had them through IVF and everybody,
just like myself, was happy that it was successful. I did it once and it stayed. Some
did IVF five to six times, but I did mine
once.
Your children are twelve years old
now. Could you tell us the story of your
journey to motherhood?
They are triplets: two girls and a boy. I
lost the boy 36 days after birth. He died in
the hospital. That was on April 12, 2010.
I gave birth to them at Isolo General Hospital through CS. I was on admission at
Ayinke House, General Hospital (LASU-

TH), Ikeja, but that time they wanted to
renovate Ayinke, and my doctor was transferred to Isolo. So, I followed him to Isolo
and gave birth there.
How did you feel when you heard it
was successful?
I was full of joy. Even the place I did the
fertility treatment, Nordica Fertility Clinic,
rejoiced with me for the success of the IVF.
How did you get to know about Nordica Fertility Clinic?
We googled it. We picked three fertility
clinics but later settled for Nordica. Thank
God we did. Dr. Abayomi Ajayi is a very
nice man and very supportive. He really
helped me a lot. If it were not for the support I got from him, maybe I wouldn’t
have had the children. I went with my
husband to start the procedure but, along
the line, my husband opted out. The doctor assured me that they could also treat
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How long did the procedure take?
Like I told you, I broke the procedure
because my husband opted out. I had to
make sure my doctor was safe from any
court case in the future. So, I divorced him.
That was why I said, when I came back,
he collected the same amount. I deposited
half of the money before my husband backed out. By the time I was ready, the cost
of IVF had gone up but the hospital management did not charge me any extra fee.
Why?
He (my husband) was the one that had
fertility issues. But when he was told to
donate his sperm, he decided to opt out.
When did you get married to him?
We got married 1988 but I had my babies in 2010.
At what point did you consider the
IVF option?
We were living in my employer’s staff
quarters at Ogba, ikeja. One fateful day,
he just packed his clothes to live with his
sister. Then my friends kept asking me if
I would not follow him. I told them I was
not going to follow him to his sister’s house. The first time we went to Nordica, we
went together and he opted out, packed his
load to stay with his sister. And I had already given part-payment to the clinic. It took
me almost two years to sort out the divorce
case with him.
But at 57, were you still seeing your
period then?
Hmmmm. They brought back
my menstruation that is what they
used for the expected aate of birth.
All the hormones that God made, science
is recreating them. They used the hormones to calculate my EDD. I was among the
first set of people to use the machine they
brought to the clinic for IVF process
They used it to fix our womb. As if somebody was using manure for plantation.

I was watching them when the procedure was being done. I had three children.
Two girls and a boy. The boy died and I
have Mary and Esther. They are now in
Primary five. Even those who have low
sperm count, there’s a machine that fixes
that. The first person they did it for had
twins. That was about four years ago.
Are they normal babies like their
peers?
Esther looks so much like me. My
children are very sharp. Esther is over-sharp. Mary too is sharp but more on the
quiet side. Esther looks so much like me.
She tells you her mind at once. To mark
their birthday, we are cutting the cake in
the sitting room because of the lockdown.
I would take them to Sweet Sensation for
a great time after the lockdown.
What advice do you have for women
who are having delay in childbearing?
Once they have money, let them do
IVF. Some people have the money but
they don’t know how to channel it to
what they are trusting God for. If you
have property sell it. And pray to God for
the success of the treatment. I don’t hide
my story. I preach to people in the bus on
how God was merciful to me.
You mean you come out plain to tell
the public you had IVF?
Yes. How would I hide it? It’s only
wicked people that will hide it. I’m not a
wicked person. You saw the joy that came
into your life when these children came,
how would you hide that joy from somebody, if you are not wicked? I’m not a
wicked person. In the bus, I preach to tell
them the awesomeness of God. How I got
my children at 57, but God supported me
because I did IVF once and it was successful. Even people without womb have
children through surrogacy too. Esther
and Mary are 12 years today and I give
God all the glory for making me a joyful
mother of children. You can testify sitting
with me that people call me Iya Ibeta.
Even those who have low sperm count.
I knew the first person they did it for at
same clinic and she had twins. That was
about eight years ago.
Did you breastfeed the babies?
Yes, I breastfed them. In fact I wanted them to suck breast for two years
but I stopped when I was about sitting for my promotional exams.
Two years minus 27 days was
when I stopped breastfeeding them.

“

Once they have money
let them do IVF. Some
people have the money but
they don’t know how to
channel it to what they are
trusting God for. If you
have property sell it. And
pray to God for the success
of the treatment. I don’t
hide my story. I preach to
people in the bus on how
God was merciful to me.

“

single women, but he didn’t want anyone
to damage his career. He would not want
a situation my husband would come to
sue the clinic for treating his wife without
his consent. When I write my life history
about these children, Dr. Abayomi Ajayi’s
role will feature prominently. He did not
increase his fee despite the fact that I took
a break in the course of the procedure to
settle my case with my husband. He has
been very supportive. They knew I was a
single parent. Even his wife has been very
nice to me. She works at the hospital too.
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Bishop Peace & I

PAGE 12

1
IMPACT 2022 held in TREM headquarters on Saturday, June 4, 2022.
1. R-L : Presiding Bishop of TREM, Bishop Mike Okonkwo, Bishop
Peace Okonkwo and Rev. Jane Onaolapo
2. R-L Deaconess Regina Okonkwo, Bishop Peace Okonkwo and
Pastor Ruth Iwunze
3. Bishop Peace giving mini bag of rice to a recipient. Beside her is
The Presiding Bishop of TREM, Dr. Mike Okonkwo
4. Children are not left out of the goodies.
5. Eye Clinic at the venue
6. Checking Blood Pressure

2

3

4

5

6
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Bishop Peace & I
I pray that God will grant her
personal desires

–Rev. Jane Onaolapo, Abundant Life Gospel Church

I wish her long life, a
better vision ahead
–Pastor Ruth Iwunze,
Love Base Assembly

SHE’S my mentor, coach, a woman I
believed in so much. She’s a woman with
the healing smile and she’s always there
for you. Even when she did not know
what is happening around you, she connects with you. She has been a blessing to
my family and I.
I wish her long life, better days ahead,
good health, she will end well, and she
will end strong.
A bigger picture of International Women Prayer School.
She has a dream for a bigger Rehoboth home and God would make it come
to pass. She will have Rehoboth home
all over Nigeria, her joy is just helping
women and bringing smiles to their faces,
God will grant her heart desires. You saw
what she did on sat June 4th at the empowerment programme. I met her through
divine direction from God. God is big
enough to defend himself, hold on to him.
She would say Ruth follow me just as I’m
following Jesus, just follow me as I’m
following Jesus, you will not miss it. Even
though you are going through multiple
challenges, Bishop Peace will never leave
you. She’s ever there for you. She’s a
wonderful person.

WE started our ministry in Ilorin but
moved to Lagos in 1991. Before we moved to Lagos, I have been hearing about
Bishop Mike Okonkwo and The Redeemed Evangelical Mission (TREM). When
we got to Lagos in 1991 and by 1993, I
wanted somebody to be my mother in the
Lord; I wanted somebody I could relate
with.
We are coming fresh from Ilorin to
Lagos and I began to pray that the Lord
should lead me to the person He wants me
to submit to and the Lord led me to her.
I have never met her, but through one
of the TREM deaconesses, we went to
meet her in Akoka (her office) I told her,
“mummy, I want you to be my mother. We
are new in Lagos.
She said fine. As soon as she stepped
in, the Holy Spirit connected my heart
to her and that was what I prayed before
leaving the house.
I said “Lord, if you want her to be my
mother, let there be a connection, let there
be a prove, and that was it. If I tell you the
relationship mummy has with me … she’s
just a mother.
When my husband passed on, she was
like the biological mother I would have
loved to have. She would come to me,
visit me, pray for me, even in her tight
schedules, she prays and counsels me. She
encouraged me so much.
I wish her long life, I wish her more
grace and strength to be able to do what
she has always loved to do, what she’s
doing, impacting lives, ministering to soul,

healing the sick, delivering the oppressed,
bringing hope to the hopeless, bringing
joy to the sad, lifting up the down trodden.
I wish her more grace and strength to
do much more that she has done in the
past many many years. I wish her that
the lord will grant unto her, her personal
desires because there are some desires that
we have that people don’t know. I prayed
the lord will grant her personal desire as
her birthday gift. I pray that she will live
to see her grandchildren, her great-grand
biological children. That’s my real desire
for her.

I love her simplicity
and love for God
–Dcns Stella Eberechi Nkwoji -Opurum

BISHOP Peace is the Resident Pastor of
TREM HQs and my Relationship with her
has span for years ...
She is a Beautiful Woman of God,always
willing to listen and ready to give directions...
Always making Complex issues so simple...
with her smiles.
I love her Simplicity and Love for God, her
absolute TRUST in GOD..
As she Celebrates 70 Years ,we Pray that
God will keep Renewing Her...
We Pray God’s goodness and Mercy will
always follow her...
We Pray that She will Continue to fulfill
her Destiny In JESUS Name Amen ...

Bishop Peace & I

A woman with a very
compassionate heart
–Lechi Eke
BISHOP Peace Okonkwo is a woman with a very compassionate heart.
Personally, I’ve benefited several times
from her benevolent heart.
When my third cousin, a teenager,
got pregnant, she admitted her into
Rehoboth Homes, a place she built
with the help of her Covenant Partners
for stranded ladies.
All through her pregnancy , my
cousin stayed at Rehoboth Homes and
Skills Acquisition learning a skill and
going for antenatal, her shame covered!
When she had the baby, her mother had
nowhere to keep the unplanned child,
Big Mummy, Bishop Peace Okonkwo,
let her overstay the stipulated time for
housemates at Rehoboth caring for
both baby and teenage mother until the
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child grew. Today, my third cousin
is out of Rehoboth and engaged in
meaningful economic activity.
When I had my second child in
1997, my husband was out of the
country. Big Mummy paid for the
bills in a private hospital and told me
not to mention it.
I remember when I was in the Young Women Christian Fellowship of
TREM HQ, she came to help us raise
funds for a project. When she noticed
that I hadn’t pledged anything, she
leaned forward towards me and removing the microphone from her face
, asked me to pledge something that
she would pay it because she thought
why I had not pledged was because I
didn’t have money. I had to quickly
pledge what I could pay. She’s such a
person.
I remember also when I went to
ask for a hall in the church to host a
literary programme, she called Rev.
Yomi, there and then to give me a
bundle of money!
She sent me money when my youngest brother died. She sent me money
when my two younger children were
going to university...
I cannot keep counting.
These are Not Monies begged her,
they were voluntary gifts.
I’m sure she does these for many
people.
Some years back, I met a young
vibrant lady in church and as I was
chatting with her, she told me she
lived in Rehoboth Homes and Bishop
Peace paid her university fees.
When I was Chairman of Dunamis
Publications, TREM Publishing arm,
Big Mummy paid for the accommodation of a barrister with us TWICE
with her own personal money.
I can go on and on.
I wish her long life according
to Psalm 91: So, dearest Mummy,
you’ll live until you’re tired of living, in good health, sound mind and
prosperity.

Happy birthday to my charming
and beautiful Mummy
– Pastor (Mrs.) Nene Nduokafor

WE celebrate you
always our unique
template, our Role
Model, Our Mentor
and guiding Angel,
you have been a good
example worthy of
emulation,
our Mother in
Israel with the healing
Smiles we love you.
Big Mummy, we
cannot celebrate
you enough because
you’re a Rare Gem,
having an encounter
and working with you
over the years have
transformed my life
positively. You are a virtuous woman of inner strength who have successfully, excellently and wonderfully managed those the Lord has connected to you,
may the Lord God bless you so much Mummy
for being kind and generous to people around you.
We pray for you that the Lord will always be your
strength and your shield, he will always guide and
protect you in all your ways, no evil arrow pointed
against you shall touch you because he will always
mark you untouchable.
This celebration of your Platinum birthday will
bring to you the fulfillment of your heart desires, all
your secret prayers, he will surely answer, you will
never be in want Mummy, the joy of the Lord will
always be your stronghold, Happiness and joy will
never depart from you and your entire household,
the good Lord will continue to give you the wisdom
and understanding so that you will continue to be
a source of light and inspiration to other women in
the body of Christ and across the globe, you will
be blessed in all that you do, you shall not labor in
vain but also reap bountifully, may the Lord keep
you strong and healthy as you celebrate many more
fruitful and impactful years in Jesus name.
Have a joyous birthday celebration Ma. We love
always big Mummy.

She’s always ready to identify with your challenges

–Rev. Rosevine Dickson-Anderson

BIG mummy,Bishop Peace Okonkwo is indeed my role
model in every aspect.She is a
mother,a friend, and an amazing
mentor.She is so caring and loving. Always ready to identify
with your personal challenges. I
will forever remain grateful for
her motherly role in my life while on a missionary assignment in
Addis ababa,Ethiopia with my
husband, Rev.Dickson Anderson.
After series of miscarriages

l experienced, I wrote to Big
mummy to share my challenges
with her and to my amazement
she replied me with a heartfelt
prophetic prayer.I came back to
Nigeria to attend a programme
and she physically prayed for me
and to the glory of God,I conceived.
In the later part of my pregnancy, God supernaturally Orchestrated her coming into Addis
ababa on a transit to Israel and she
visited us with Big Daddy. Her
Motherly prayer and anointed

Declaration to the glory of God
led to my safe delivery of a bouncy baby girl, Zinah in 2002 and
she shares the same birth Month
with Big mummy.
My deep and sincere prayer
for big mummy as she celebrates her 70th birthday,is that
God in his infinite mercy and
grace will keep her strong,healthy,prosperous, happy and grant
her many more years of joyful
celebration in Jesus name.Amen
Happy Platinium birthday my
sweet mummy!.

Bishop Peace & I
SHE is many things to different people The woman with the healing smile, Bishop
Peace to others, and Big Mummy to yet
some. To me? Bishop Peace Okonkwo is
My Bishop Big Mummy - BBM!!!
This amazing woman is both a true
Mummy - loving, caring, prayerful and also
a servant of GOD, a true Bishop anointed
with a special grace for healing. Her smile
heals, her touch heals, her words heal too and
is always a balm or a proceeding word for
that particular situation
She has been an unquantifiable blessing
to my life in the last 30 years since I have
known her as a member of this great commission TREM and I have many stories to
tell of her large heart, her generosity at all
times and her genuine love for people that
is without dissimulation! She has been such
a beacon of light as as my Pastor that many
times, I unconsciously find myself trying to
imitate her and wanting to be like her!
If I can look this good @ 70 too, what a win
that would be!
She proves that scripture - The Lord
renews (her) youth like the Eagle
Psalm 103:5
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good
things; so that thy youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.
I would never forget a time when she
prayed for me repeatedly when Doctors
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The Phenomenal Bishop Peace
– Rev. Binta Max-Gbinije

confirmed I had a large Uterine Fibroid that
was sitting squarely in the Uterus and would
prevent me ever carrying a baby to term. She
prayed repeatedly and one day in the middle
of a healing service abruptly called me out,
prayed for me and told me to go take it out. I
obeyed and a year after got married and now
have two strapping young men borne by
that same womb to the glory of GOD! What
made me marvel and made me love her even
much more was her sensitivity to the Holy
Spirit and her practical nature - she is spiritual yet objective and always gives sound
advice, a real gem n this time and season of
‘voices’…

My dearest BBM - we join the World to
celebrate you and the gift you are to humanity! May the next 30 years be yet full of great
joy, laughter and as your name decrees - Peace in JESUS name!! We will celebrate you at
80, 90 and 100 if JESUS CHRIST tarries and
you will still be in good health and plenty of
wealth , your natural force not abated and like
Caleb, you will still be demanding - give me
the mountain!!
Have a fantastic year ahead and know
this, we love you unconditionally and are
grateful you are our Bishop Big Mummy!
Endless Love

Happy Platinum Jubilee Mum!!!
– Sis Chioma Echegwisi

HOW do I pen down words for my
Momma?
Though I had been in TREM since its
inception, my personal relationship with
my Big Mummy spans over 25 years when
you intentionally drew me close to you
after the loss of my biological mum. You
have always been there for us checking up
on my siblings and I.
From then on, you became my mum;
got interested in my academics and offered
me scholarship for my university education.
You were very particular in my choice

of a life partner and asked to personally
meet with my then husband to be even
though he was non-resident in Nigeria. Yet,
you set up a meeting with him in your hotel
room during one of your visits and only
after that meeting with him, did you give
your blessings and asked us to proceed
with the wedding plans.
You have been there through the thick and the thin; standing in gap through
prayers, counselling when necessary and
celebrating our many wins. You made it so
easy to access you!
Through the years of waiting to be blessed with the fruit of the womb, you never
left me. Your words of encouragement,
prayers and numerous testimonies through
the International Women Prayer Conference (IWPC) kept us going. And when
the children started coming, of course you
were the first to get the news of their conception and birth as you will follow through with calls and prayers until you hear the
cry of the baby and voice of the mother.
I thank you my dear mom for providing
me with advice, unconditional love and

endless support; for being my guiding light;
for seeing the giftings and possibilities
in me and harnessing it even when I was
unsure of myself. Truly, there are no words
deserving enough with which I can use to
thank you.
You are God fearing, beautiful, strong
and intelligent. You have such a big and
loving heart, a healing smile that soothes
the soul. I hope to someday be like you. I
am so proud of you mom
My prayer for you is that the Lord will
confirm every of your words with signs
and wonders. The cutting-edge anointing
is your portion. You will not see shame and
your health will not fail you. The numbers
of your days you shall fulfil in good health
ang great wealth. You will experience acceleration in every area of your life, ministry
and family in the mighty name of Jesus.
Happy birthday to the most influential
woman in my life, to the most fabulous
mum, my amazon, my amazing, firm,
wonderful and adorable mom. May your
70th birthday be just as phenomenal as you
are!
My woman, My everything!!
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Bishop Peace & I
She Never Forgets A Face

– Sis Omam Agboro, IWPC

May your utmost
heart desires be
fulfilled
– Rev. Ngozi Osuji

I met this woman of God in 1996
when I got married in TREM. My first
close encounter with her was when
she took all Pastors wives to Badagry
for a camp meeting and I was asked to
chauffeur her down from her lodge to
the camp ground. After her ministration to me at that camp meeting, all the
resistance I had to become a minister
melted and here I am today fully ordained as a Pastor in TREM all because of
the ministry of Bishop Peace.
Big Mummy Happy birthday our
Matriarch and Mentor, the Deborah
of our time. Thank you for the life of
impact you are living; touching women
and putting smiles on our faces. May
God bless and honor you and may your
utmost heart desires be fulfilled in this
your lifetime . You will live to eat the
fruit of your labor in Gods Vineyard
and in our lives in Jesus Name. Long
life and excellent health is my prayer
for you.

IT’S been great meeting, yoking
and working with this amiable, charming woman of God (WOG ) through
the years! I remember the first time I
met her as if it was yesterday. “ Dancer!” she called me. How are you? I
was shocked to my bones. So as many
as we are, this woman could single me
out in the crowd. That’s. if mummy
for you. She never forgets a face. And
when she looks at you with her deep
penetrating eyes, it’s almost as if she
knows what you’re thinking. Her
beautiful smile always make my day.
They call her the lady with the healing
smile. I remember years ago while an
adjunct staff of an institution. I had
just joined her commission, IWPC.
She prayed for me and my allowance
was increased five times within few
months.
That has been my testimonies
following this great woman of a great
God. It has been from glory to glory.
She has taught me that faith does not
make things easy, it makes things possible. Oh yes!. She has equally cheered me on to attain greatness in life.
Always there for me in thick and thin.
I am a beneficiary of the anointing
resting upon her in many ways. And
I know many can testify about that in

their lives. She has been through hell
and came out smelling like heaven.
A great inspiration to us all. Mama as
you celebrate your 70 years of making
impact in the lives of people, I pray
that you shall continue to enjoy the
fruits of your labour.
Thank you for pouring out your life
to the service of humanity. I celebrate
you today and always.
My children and I love you bigger!
Happy birthday Bishop Mama
Peace!

She’s my number
1 idol
– Pastor Ngozi Nwachukwu

THIS love for Bishop Peace
Okonkwo began way back 1992. Not
too sure of the date, but I traveled to
Ogbunike with the youths for Bishop’s
Mum’s burial.
The humility exhibited by then Rev.
Peace knew no bounds. She mingled so
well and very freely with her in laws,
I actually met her tying chin-chin for
the wake keeping, I was really in Awe,
because she didn’t leave the meaner
job for the servants.
From that day till date my respect
for her quadrupled! I decided to make
her my number 1 idol! Like she will
always tell me, Ngozi you know what
to do, take it to the lord in prayers.
“Follow me as I follow Jesus”
She played a very vital role in hel-

ping my husband choose a wife.
This was in 1994, and we got married in 1995.
Since then she has been an integral
part of our family, she has been there
for us through thick and thin.
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Style Up with Bespoke Luxury Bag

P

bags, hobo bags, work bags, laptop bags,
					
				 back packs, wallets and luggage bags on
rincess Adebowale Oduto- wheels.
la is a graduate of Political Science “Others include slippers for male and female,
shoes mixed with leather and soft furnishinand Law. She has always been in
private practice hence the incorpo- gs with raw materials locally sourced from
Mushin market and a production
ration of Goldie Inv Coy. Ltd. and she also
capacity of 400 luxury products
specialised in Real estate, making the
annually,” she said.
megabucks.
The proactive and highly
Her brand, The Potters Signatuskilled designer delved into
re Limited (TPS LUXURY)
creativity at a time when
came into existence on July
real estate was at the verge
14, 2013 but was esof collapse.
tablished on July
“So, I thought to myself
14, 2014 with
I could do better with the
a vision to take
Ankara bags because I am
ethnic designs to a
a very creative person, and I
more sophisticated
love to work with my hands”.
and classy outlook.
Happily, she goes down memory
Dedicated and passiolane to recall, how it all started.”
nate about her craft, she
I brought out my scarves first, then my
has taken luxury and bespoke
mother gave me 36 wrappers to start with. I
bags to enviable heights.
never tied them, I just started cutting to make
“In the light of this, we’ve
bags and that was how it all began”.
been able to utilise locally
Odutola continued: “And like I always tell
sourced fabrics for all our
people, you must have a passion for what you
Bespoke, handmade and
are doing. I think what has driven me this far,
well-crafted designs attention
is the passion I have for fashion. No matter
to details.
how simple I dress, I get noticed, somebody
In her collection, you
will notice something that is so unusual. I
will find a variety that
have been able to put that into practice and
include exclusive hanput it to good use for my products”.
dbags, tote bags,
She added: “ So, every of my deshoulder bags,
sign is independent of the other,
duffle bags,
they do not look alike. Now,
cross
we have 21 lines, named after
body
Nigerian women, and we are
still going,” she said.
PHOTOS BY:
TPS LUXURY BAGS
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Agbada

Surely the Showstopper

T

		 hinking of being
dressy and classy in a 		
way that will grab attention?
There is one option:
Agbada, the long, widesleeved
flowing gown worn by men in
West Africa and especially in Nigeria.

Having Agbada in your closet is a cool idea
especially with designers getting more creative
these days and creating an array of styles for
stylish men. With the right kind of cap (fila) to fit
your dressing, an agbada can steal the show for
you.
Photos: AY Stitches

Fashion and Beauty

Adire

W

		
		

hether we
like it or not,
Adire popularly known as tie and dye or
batik fabric has come to stay in
today’s fashion scene, even on
the global scene. You could pick
up these indigenous prints to cut
beautiful, trendy styles. Or used
fractions of colourful fabric on
other fabric for a lovely dress,
pants, skirts or kaftans.
PHOTOS BY:
MEDE SS 22 COLLECTION
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Bead Bags Bang-exquisite
luxury handmade bags

W

			
				
		
omen love
handbags. There is no disputing this
fact. That is why in the
fashion rule book, a woman´s dressing is
incomplete without a bag to spice up her
outlook.
Bags come in different forms, mostly
designed in leather and fabric. But in recent years, bead bags have made an inroad
into the fashion scene. Not only are they
stylish, but also exquisite and sometimes
delicately quaint.
And the little known aspect of these
beauts: they are products of hours of long
work! Brigitte Buahin, designer of Pearl X
bead bags gave a hint of the kind of work

that goes into the production of a bead bag.
“It takes 10 to 14 days to create high-quality bead bags,” she said of the brand
produced and marketed by her fashion
house. According to the Ghanaian designer, she started making bead bags way
back in 2008 in her little corner, and—
boom!—it became a force to reckon with
in the fashion industry.
Of bead bags generally, she said: “They
are luxury and timeless fashion piece a
fashion-forward woman should have in her
closet.”
And the verdict from her: “Bead bags
are evergreen bags you can rock year after
year.”

PHOTOS BY:
PEARL X BAGS GHANA
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Lekki Ofce: Silverado Mall, 23B Admiralty Way, Lekki Phase 1, Lagos.
Trade Fair Ofce: Zikel Plaza, A16 Rivers Plaza, Trade Fair Complex, Lagos/badagry Exp. Way, Lagos
Ikeja Ofce: Aderonke Plaza, 20 Olowu Street, Off Bank Anthony, Ikeja, Lagos.
Balogun Island Ofce: 40, Balogun Street, Lagos Island, Off Broad Street.
Ajao Estate Ofce: Laundromat Building, 30 Asa Afariogun Street Ajao Estate, Lagos
Apongbon Ofce: 22 Apongbon Street, Lagos Island.
Customer Care Line: 09050478613, 08067798307, 08168801751

www.zikelcosmetics.com

@zikelcosmetics
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Night of
Glamour,
Finesse &
Style @ 8th
Africa Magic
Viewers Choice
Awards
(AMVCA) in
Lagos.

Events
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Events
EXCITEMENT @ GTCO
FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL
After a 2-year break orchestrated by
COVID-19, GTCO Food and Drink
Festival 5th edition, tagged: ‘Authentic
Nigerian Food,’ was a huge success.
The event, which took place in Lagos
between April 30 to May 2, 2022, was a
huge success.
The free to attend three-day festival
with masterclasses of cuisines chosen
from all around the world and over 150
free retail stalls showcased best of Nigerian street food to bite-sized gourmet
treats and fresh farm produce from the
farmers market.
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Photo Splash

WISE PEOPLE
SERIES EVENTS
1. Ministering Deacon Wole
Oshin
2. Deaconess Funke Amobi
-ministering on Navigating Your Career In A Fast
Changing World.
3. L-R : Dcns Eno Martins
Dcn Aka Ntukokwu
Chioma Anwumabelem
4. Deaconess Eyo Martins ministering - God’s Formula
For The Family.
5. L-R: Deaconess Funke
Amobi, Pastor Rosevine
Anderson, Rev Dickson
Anderson and Deaconess
Bukky Smith.
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BISHOP PEACE OKONKWO 70TH BIRTHDAY PRAISE & WORSHIP
SERVICE AT TREM INT HQT ON FRIDAY JUNE 10, 2022
PHOTOS BY: EMEKA TIAPEEY WHITE

CELEBRANT , BISHOP PEACE WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF LAGOS
STATE FIRST LADY, MRS. IBIJOKE SANWO-OLU

R-L: PASTOR MRS.MERCY EZEKIEL, SENATOR OLUREMI TINUBU
AND REPRESENTATIVE OF LAGOS STATE FIRST LADY.

CELEBRANT AND HER HUBBY... BISHOP MIKE OKONKWO

REV MRS JANE ONAOLAPO PRAISING GOD

L-R: REV. SIMEON OKAH, APOSTLE NKECHI ILOPUTEIFE, MUMMY
G.O FOLA ADEBOYE, BISHOP MIKE OKONKWO AND CELEBRANT

EBEN MINISTERING IN SONGS

EVANGEL VOICES MINISTERING
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MY DESIGNS
ARE
INSPIRED
BY VINTAGE
PIECES
–Tina Ugo

Lifestyle
EXECUTIVE of Didi Creations, Tina
Ugo is a multi-talented person and entrepreneur with interest in fashion, interior design
& travel consultancy. Her brand , turns 10
on June 10, 2022. In this interview she
went down memory lane to share her story.
Excerpt:
Tell us about the recent achievements
in the sector as a designer?
Some recent achievements in the sector
would be that the brand is now retailing in
over 20 countries including the UK, USA,
Nigeria, Canada, 15 countries in Europe,
North Africa and the UAE.
Another highlight for me was when i
was contacted by the Facebook business
team so they could showcase my brand
during the Black history month as part
of their “She Means Business” event to
celebrate successful Black Female business
owners.
Also my recent feature in Yahoo also
means I’m definitely doing something right
with the brand.
What was the experience like at the
beginning?
At the beginning, it wasn’t easy to get
trusted artisans to work with, both in Europe
and Africa. It took a few years to eventually
sort production out, then I had to deal with
figuring out how to get my pieces on the
shelves of retailers etc.
You are also into interior designs. How
would you describe the experience?
Interior design has always been my passion. Designing and Redecorating a space
is actually one of my escapisms apart from
travel and photography.
When I was younger, my late mum
would always be amazed at how i changed
and arranged the layout of my room every
other week.
After I became a mum in 2015, I decided
I would start monetising my interior design
skills at some point, so i had to prep myself
and enrolled for an online Diploma course
at the Interior Design Institute, London.
What inspires your designs?
My designs are inspired by Colours, Vintage pieces, African Arts and Culture, hence
the colourful, retro and afrocentric theme
that runs throughout our designs.
What are the challenges you encountered?
Some of the main challenges I have
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encountered in my Entrepreneurial journey
includes; raising funds to scale up the business and getting trusted and reliable team to
work with.
The fashion industry is a capital intensive sector and because I operate with the
global fashion calendar, I’ll always design
new collections irrespective of the stock we
still have from previous collections.
Tell us about some of the memorable
moments as a Business and life coach?
I mentor and coach a number of people including budding Entrepreneurs, I’m
passionate about teaching people about Start
Ups and it always gives me joy each time
my mentee launches a new Business.
I feel fulfilled listening to them tell me about
their visions and helping them actualise it.
You are also a travel consultant.
What are some of the changes you would
like to see in the sector?
I’d like to see a more inclusive travel
sector.
As a Travel Consultant, I would like to
sensitise more people, especially my Black
community on the importance of travelling
as that is the easiest way to learn about other
people, culture and diversity.
And the myth that one has to break
a bank before they can travel or have a
vacation is false. Travel requires long term
planning in order to benefit good deals
What has been your experience
making lingerie?
My lingerie business is one of my most
fulfilling ventures because It was one of the
easiest to set up.
There was a gap in the market for it and I
just went for it. I decided to launch it during
the pandemic in 2020 because people didn’t
need to go out at the time and needed to
feel good while at home. Hence the sale
of lingerie, sleep wear and lounge wear
increased.
Who or what do you consider as the
greatest influence in your life?
My late mum remains my biggest
influence. We had a very close bond throughout her lifetime and I learnt a lot from her.
What is your definition of style?
Style for me is a way of saying who you
are without saying a word. It goes beyond
fashion and should be a reflection of one’s
lifestyle

